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The W3Trerr =ic~se and Warren's store, built on the eve of th2 Civil 
face one MOU1S!.." at Prospect Hill, a crossroads in the northern Piedmont3 
The two-story rect£)ngular Greek Revival House, three wide and thL~fvJ 

deep, is set a shOJ .. "'t distance from the cros:::;roac13 in a ring of hUg8 oak tre:3~1'~ 
At the rear is a freestanding frame kitchen The house, set on a brick 
foundation over a partial basement, is covered lin tll. plain siding, l>ri th 
flush sheathing beneath the porches Each corrter is -Ceo by D. 

corner post wi th a round-headed flat panel on eEtch faCFJ and a simple Doric 
cap The lotv- hip roof, covered ~Ji th standing seam t.in, has li\)ide overhang·-
ing eaves A bracketed cornice, each brci,cket in a -v\Ta,ve d8~-3ign, continues 
around the house,. 

The entrance in the center bajr of the main (no.!:'th) facade COYlsi,s-Gs of 
a double door, each leaf containing trJ\TO .ra-ised prl,nels, fl81L.1((:ld by tT"rolv8~­

pane sidelights set lin thin a paneled arc hi trave 1.;,li-th plain c(xcner block;j 
An identical entrance diree tly above this ODe opens t.o thfJ upper 
west elevat.ion, ~rhich also faces one of tba main roa.ds) :Ls treaGod 2)imilar~L:Y 

to the main facade Tr18 t\rest side centsl" Gni:;ranee ha.s d door with a 
four-pane transom and a liv-ooden crosse Ltec1 archit:'I'C1.iJ8 t,)i th a d~Cl3'Cb,:ac1 

lintel" Directly above at the upper porch levfJl iEl e(el :i_.dAntica.l door ~.dth-­

out a transom 1a . .rge floor",length Six~ov8r"·,si x ;'3.'"lC;:h -v:I~i,ndo'i'TS.1 8 clCh E~8 t l,.{j_ th 
in an architr.ave id'3ntical to -that of the ~\r88t s:i_d'J 8ntranC(jf~ [lllCJ f12.nki J d 
by louvered shutters" illuminate tbc'1 hOlJ.8a" l\los t of t.he E:ecnnd·,,c:; TJJ 

dO~Ts retain the original v-TOcden inter'ior gu:_u:'d Y'c1'iJs" 

'The house originally hacl porches on all four sides;'! but t,he east side 
and real' porches;> both O'::18-'story" ha''i,T8 1]8811 (~m.clo::~8d A t1i,ro-'scory) thT88-~ 

bay pedimentGd porch proJec GS from the main. facad8 J and 
bay porch projects from th8~\rest 81evat~ion The 
posts, railings, and brackfdjs of the porches contrast 
heavy simple mass of the house The posts are compo,'3ed 
~Tork, and a sheaf of vJ'heat pattern balustr/ide forms the ::::econd 
porch rail:Lngs 0 Cur,Tiline aT sa1i,Trlli\{ork bracke t~J OrI1ClIil:=r(l t tho lJJ::j tE: bene ath 
the friezes The rnain cornice Gcn:riss a:r'Onll'j th3 ;1~Jrlellr,i3(J, pr);:'ci1as" 'IT'.2 
cornice is repeated between the fi:cst alld· seGon_d 18'11813 of each porch .. 

The one ~story frame kitchen haC':: a 10',11 :coof:; an 8x,tr3ri or (lnd. 
Single-shoulder stone and brick chimney on the east c3j..de:; and cont.ains tv,ro 
rooms" 

The interior of the ~Jarren HOUSCl) having on bot.h floors a. ~Tid8 can.teL" 
hall 1vith tTrJO rooms opening off each side:; is r'ec1 throllghout aud 
finished "tvj_-tll14 1183 .. vy' (}reel': Re\rl va~.t trj_m~ l';r)(;}-rL clOtJY" J:1~1~3 ~fC)tlr flcL-t c· 

,j , 

Each firs t~-floor room is finished ,,;fl. tll a hig.h molcle cl base boaTel and Ivide 
fluted architraves li]ith x'uDndel corne::.." blocks BenC::,].t.h each fir;:;b'-'floo~~' 

lvindow a:re three flat panels" The Trla.ntsl 'in each :COOTi: is a. 'iJ8J'in,tion of 
he2.'13T pila,stors on high bases v'Tbich an tmduJ.~l decorated fri(~z,=: 

and cUY'ved shf:11f 'Hith a 101/1{ arched backboC:frcL.\I\h3st of e2.ch l3 

closet) acc8S13J,bl(3 to both rOC17(1S by double dO()J:.~3) E33.c11 leaf ~\d_tb, tMO flc~.t 

pafl(3l s) ,\Ti C:-L11 ClJ,'ch_1_c,r'il-';nl l:l_l'~lj th-?L clCU1Jl'.c1 thc:~ 0 t'~.8 (' 
northil,T8st room) the l.iOo,j-ln curt.a_·ul. \l,~11.1j',,~ J ,c:~) 

---- '.--- --- ---'-" ---- ------------- --------- --_._----- ------------- ----_._-_._-----_., 
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The h'TO ~'lOoden Doric columns T,'Thich originally divided the hall into a 
front and rear hall have been replaced by a partition Kall wi th French doors. 
On axis Ni th the fron~ entrance is the rear double door.5 Hi th its original 
sidelights nO~T infilled. At the rear of the hall against the east Hall the 
stair rise s in tHO flights to the second floor. An adapta tioD of the Fed8ral 
tulip bracket motif adorns the open string" A polygonal newel) plain narrmlT 
balusters.., and a shaped) rarnped handrail form the stair balustrade ~ The 
second-floor finish is a simpler version of that of the first" The mantel 
shelve s in the tT"W east side rooms on both the first and second floors con-
tinue around the chirr0:ley breasts extending on each side to the parti tion Halls .. 

vIarren ',s Store and Post Office.., a t:"To-story rectangular brick building of 
verna.cular Greek Rev-ival temple-form design) is located opposite the Harren 
House:1 close to the crossroads) in a grove of large OB-"k: t~ees~ The structuT'e-, 
tlr'oe b~lYS !jvide and three deep) is set over a full bric.k basement supported 
by center brick piers circular in sectionQ The brick of the (south) gable end 
f2~cade is laj_d in Flemish bond) 2-nd the. sides CLnd rear elevations are laid in 
a Flemish bond variation" A low gable roof of st2-'lding-seam tin covers the 
strncture) extending over the facade to form the- porch roof and termj_nating 
ill a fJ_uGh lj-TOod sheathed pediillent~ The eave,s al"e boxed, and a molded cornice 
continues a:cound the structure ~ Oper~lngs arB concentraTBd "l.n the front and 1 

I 
I J:"'8 ct~ .. /\ 0?-

j 
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The facade features a center door flanj(ed by windO';·/s at each level~ 
Ea.:..;h ope~ing has a plain ~fooden surround., sill, and lintel surmounted by a 
brick header rm'T~Solid ~lTooden shutters, each leaf containing a single raised 
p a:C18 1 .. , flank the vvindc:n'Ts" The porch foundation consists of crude brick and 
stone piers.. Plain l;-Jooden posts SUppoI't the _porch) 1;fl th a ~JOod8n balustrade 
enclo3ing the upper level 

Tne side elev~tions :re.~ierced by a single-:-doo:- basement entr~nc~ in I 
t~le center bay of uhe. t'T8S l' SlQe) ~aS8ment, cas8~nt. ~Tlndo\'Ts-, cmd a flrST, ,floor I 
slngle -door entrance lYl the re e..r oay of the. eas-s Slde" . Small frame sh80,3 
hava been added on the sides, Tb.e rear elevation is pedimented like the facade 
porch.., but most of the Hood sheathing of the :cear pediment is gone, revealing 
the brick beDea th" T-rJ. the center is a single -shoulder brick exterior end 
chirn:ney "GThi.ch rises tlu'ough the boxed pediment eaves@ it pcir of windo"tls 
identical to those of the facade but lacking shutters flaIl_K: the chirr_lney at 
each level 

I I The interior plan of both floors has undergone little alteration. The 

'
I ~'!2.11s and ceilings of both levels are plasteredd The first floor, the general 
f store, is ODe 1.3.::cge room~ Supporting the seco~d floor parti tion VoTall is an I e.:x:posed \'Iooden tra .. ~"l'3-TSrS3 ceiling joist on chamfered ~'iOod posts va th heavy 
I curved \'Iood caps. A simple l;'TOoden cornice is the only other orn3lTlentation. 
1 3u~1 t-in. ';'JOoden shel-:-'78 s J ol~igiC'~3.l to the huj_lding) line the side vralls ~ At 

. GPo 921.724 
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the center tvest side a single -flight open-string stair ascends to t,hs sec and 
floor Beneath this stair a flight of ~JOoden steps descends to the basement 
A kerosene stove at the rear of the room heats thi.::; level The post office., 
located in the southeast corner of the room) consists of a latticelPTOrk en-­
closure with a smctll service windm,r 

The second story is partitioned into three rooms The south half of 
this story is one large room) v-Ti th an oval opening in the floor) nm,T boarde c1 
up, but originally protected by a ~\TOoden balustrade This balcony allolPTed 
merchandise to be hoisted to the second floor and enabled the store clerk to 
survey the upstairs sales area while tending the store beloTpJ.. This room cmd 
the clerk I s office in the nor the ast corne r and the bedroom (cleTk I s quarters) 
to the rear of the stair in the northt>T8st corner have plain wood surrounds 
In the bedroom is a simple mantel with pilasters supporting a plain frieze 
and shelf .. 
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STAT EMt:O:1'l T OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The ",Tarren House and "V1TarT8n t s Store are among the best preserved and 
most repres(-3nta.tive examplGs in the northern Piedmont of North Carolina 
of the vo:cnacular Greek Revival mode which prevailed here from about 1840 

,to about 1870 The house has particularly fine examples of the most dis-
tinctive characteristic of this mode the sprightly latticework and 
bracket'3c1 forms that lighten the plain regularity of this utilitarian 
Greek Re\Tival farTnhouse type The temple --form store; one of the fe"GT Sl..U'-

v].lring rural antebellum commercial buildings in this area of the state, 
cl.emorc,strates the extent t.o which the Gree.k RevJval ae.sthetic permeated all 
building t.ypes during the mid'--nj_nete8nth century" The rOf3idential-conrme1'-
ciaJ_ c retains its ori.ginal ruraJ_ setting and its function as an 
outpost serYing a region of laxge tobacco plantations 

In 1858, Franl(lin Link livarren, a tobacco and corn bought, a 
tr,::wt of land in the southeast corner of Cas~l}ell CouxrLy. adjacent to the 

COlUl.ty line ~,Tarren probably began the construc tion of his house 
and DGn:ce soon afterliva:rd) and the tw'o buildings TATere erected several years 
,s.part" l-kcording to family tradi tion ,,1Jarren did not plant his usual crops 
the year fla built the store so that he and his slaves could concentra.te on 
the task of its construction.. The crossroads "GThere Warren built his house 
and store, knOTtm as Prospec tHill, "GTas a stop on the Hillsborough-Hilton 
stag8 road; and a post offic~e had been e shed hore in 18230 Th{3 post 
office moved into ~'Tarr8nl s store at its completiono The store formerly 
qucdifj.ed a3 an in addi tiOD to the grocerle s, dry goods, and 
supplies sold on the first floor, dress8s} hats, and V31"ioU3 notionSI;;T8re 
sold in the upstairs front room The up_'3tairs bedroom reflects the era 
lj\fhen clerks lived in their store s In pre-refrigeration days ice "VIras 
brough t from Ne bane, in nearby A-lamance County, and store d in sav.Tdus t in 
-the store cellar 

Pro~-)pec t Hill is nm,r the crossroa,c1s- of busy N 0 C~ (86, N" Co 49, and 
SftH 1771) but the settlement has not grmID, and the house and store have 
remained in tl1G ~varrC:ln fa.rIlJ_ly> 1:vaYT(3n I s Store j.s Ejtill the center of 
c1.cti l r:i in tIl.8 comrrrunity) providing the sole local source of supplies) 

J and n8\I}"S 0 
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As the designaied State Lini_.:;oo Officer fOt the- Iii'l­

tional Historic Preservati~f\ Ac:t of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nomif\at~ this. r>ropl:!rty for inclusion 
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