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The Warren Housz and Warren's Store, huilt on the eve of ths Civil War,
face ons anothsr a2t Prospédct Hill, a crossroads in the northern Pisdmont.
The two~story rsctongular Greek Revival House, three bays wide and thraea

deep, is set a short distance from the crossroads in a ring of hugs oak “treas.

At the rear is a frsestanding frame kitchen. The houss, sat on g brick
foundation over a partial basement, is covered with plain siding, with
flush sheathing bensath ths porches. Bach cornsr is accentuated by a
corner post with a round~headed flat panel on sach face ond a simple Doric
cap. The low hip roof, covered with standing ssam tin, has wide overhang-
ing eaves. A bracketed cornice, each bracket in a wave design, continues
around the house.

The entrance in the center bay of the wain (north) facade consists of

a double door, eazh leaf containing two raissd panels, flanked by twalva-
pane sidelights set within a pansled architrave with plain corner hlocks.
An identical entrance directly above thls one opens to the upper porch. Ths

agt elevation, which also faces one of the main roads, isg trested simliiarly
to the main facads. The west side center enitrance has a double door with a
four-pane transom and a wooden crossatied arvchitrave with a pointe
lintel. Directly above at the upper porch Ievel is an identical
out a transom. Large floor-lengtn six-over-six sash win dOWS; each sat witi
in an architrave idantical to that of the west side antrances and X
by louvered shmtters, illuminate bthe houss. WMozt of the secound-glory uii
dows retain the original wocden jinterior guard rails.

The house originally had porches on all four gides, but the east sids
and rear porches, both namvforva have besn anclosed. A two-story, thras-
bay pedimented porch projects from the main facads, and an identical onz-
bay porch projects from the west elaevation. The slender, alvy latlbicework
posts, railings, and brackets of the porches contrast strongly with the
heavy simple mass of the house. The posts are composad of diagonal lattics-

work, and a sheafl of wheat pattern balustrads forms the zecond floor wooden
porch railings. Curvilinsar sawnwork brackets ornamant the posts bansatbn
the friszes. The malin corinlce cavries around the psdimented povches., The

cornice 1s repeated between the first and second levels of sach porch.

The one-story frame kitchen has a low gable roof, an exterior and
single-shoulder stone and brick chimnsy on the east sida, and contains two
rooms.

The interior of the Warren House, having on both floors a wide canter

2 (=
hall with two rooms opening off each side, is plastared throughout and

P g E P
finishad with heavy Creek Revival trim. Rach dooxr has four flat panels.
Each first-floor room is finishad with a high moldsd bqs hOdf and wide
el

fluted architraves with roundel corner bLlocks. Baneath each first-floow
window are three flat panels. The mantel in each room 1s a variakl
haavy pilasters on high bases which support an wndulating dacoratsed
and curved shelf with a low archsd backboard. Wast of each chimnsy ig &
closat, accesgsible to bo h rooms by double doora, sach leat with two ilat
panels, within an arc cver 1i%ke that avound ih othar op=zuings. Tn the
northwast room, the orizinal woodsn curtain valapcss, palobed red and gold,
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" The two wooden Doric columns which originally divided the hall into a
front and rear hall have bgsn replaced by a partition wall with French doors.
On axis with tha front entrance is the rear double door, with its original
sidelights now infillsd. At the rear of the hall against the east wall the
stair rises in two flights to ths second floor. An adeptation of the Fedsral
tulip bracket motif adorns the open string. A polygonal newel, plain narrow
balusters, and a shapsd, ramped handrail form ths stalr balustrade. The
sacond-floor finish is a simoler version of that of the first.  The mantsl
shelves in the two ezst side rooms on both the first and sscond floors con-
tinue around the chimney breasts extending on each side to the partition walls

Warren's Store and Post Office, a two-story rectangular brick building of
vernacular Greeﬂ Revival temple-form design, is located opposite ths Warre
House, close to the crossroads, in a grove of largs oak trees. The structure,
three bays wide and three deep, is set over a full brick basement supported
by center brick piers circular in section. The brick of the (south) gable end
facade is laid in Flemish bond, and the sides and rear elevations are laid in
Flemish bond variation. A low gabls roof of standing-seam tin covers the

tructure, extending over the facade to form the porch roof and terminating
in a flus q wood sheathed pediment. The eaves are boxed, and a molded cornice
continues around the structure. Openings are concentraisd in the front and

m W

rear.

[ha facade featurss a center door flanked by windows at each levs

Bach opening has a plain wooden surround, sill, and lintel surmounted by a
brick headsr row. -Solid woodsen shutters, each leaf containing a single raised
panel, flank the windows. The porch foundation consists of crude brick and
stone piers. Plain wooden posts support the porch, with a wooden balustrade

enclosing the upper 7eve1

L

q

I

The side elevations are pilerced by a SLngle ~door bnsement entrance in
the centsr bay of the west side, basamsnt casement windows, and a first floor
single-door entrance in the rear bay of the east side. . Small frame sheds
hava been addsed on the sides. The rear elevation is pedimented 1like the facad
porch, but most of tha wood sheathing of ths rear pediment is gone, revealing
the brick bsneath. In the center is a single-shoulder brick exterior end
chimney which rises through the boxad pediment eaves. A pair of windows
identical to thosse of the facade but lacking shutters flank the chimney at
each level. : '

The interior plan of both floors has undergone little alteration. The

walls and ceilings of both levels are plastersd. The first floor, the general
store, is one large room. Supporting the sscond floor partition wall is an
exposad wooden itransvarss ceiling joist on chamiersd wood posts with hsevy

)

curvad wood caps. A simple wooden corrice is thes only other ornamsntation.

Duilt-in wooden ¢ 1slves, original to the building, line the side walls. At

"GPO 921.724
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the center west side a single-flight open-string stair ascends to the second
floor. Bensath this stair a flight of woodsn steps daescends to the basament.
A kerosene stove at the rear of the room heats this level. The post office,
located in the southeast corner of thae room, consisits of a latticework en-
closure with a small ssrvice window. :

The second story is partitioned into three rooms. The south half of
this story is one large room, with an oval opening in the floor, now boarded
up, but originally protected by a wooden balustrade. This balcony allowed
merchandise to be hoisted to the sscond floor and enabled the stors clerk to
survey the upstairs sales area while tending the store below. This room and
the clerk's office in the northeast corner and the bedroom (clevrk's quarters)
to the rear of the stair in the northwest cornsr have plain wood surrounds.
In the bedroom 1s a simple mantel with pilasters supporting a plain frieze
and shelf.

GPO 321,722
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE »
he Warren Houses and Warren's Store are among the best pressrved and

most representative examples in the northern Piedmont of North Carolina
of ths vernacular Gresek Revival mods which prevailed here from about 18L0
.o about 1870, The house has particularly fine examples of the most dis-
tinctive characteristic of this mode: the sprightly latticework and
bracketsd forms that lighten the plain regularity of this utilitarian
Greelk Revival farmhouss type. Ths tewple-form store, one of the few sur-
viving rural antebellum commsrcial bulldings in this ares of the stats,
demonstrates the extent to which the Greek Ravival aesthetic permesated all
building types during the mid-nmineteenth century. The residential-commer-
clal complex retains its original rural setting and its function as an
outpost serving a region of largs tobacco plantations.

In 1658, Franklin Link Warren, a tobacco and corn farmer, boughtb
tract of land in the southeast corner of Caswell Gounty. adjacent to the
Orange County line., Warren probably began the construction of his house
and store soon afterward, and the two buildings were erected sevaral years
apart. According to family tradition Warren did not plant his usual crops
the year hs built the store so that he and his slaves could concentrate on
the task of its construction. The crossroads where Warren built his house
and gtore, known as Prospect Hill, was a stop on the Hillsborough-Milton
stage road, and a post office had been establishad here in 1823. The post
office moved into Warrsn's Store at its complstion. The store formerly
alified as an ewporium: in addition to the groceries, dry goods, and’
supplies sold on the first floor, drgsses, hats, and varicus notionsg wore
sold in the  upstairs front room. The upstairs bedroom reflscts the era
when clerks lived in their stores. In pra-rafrigeration days ice was
brought from lMebane, in nearby Alamance Counby, and stored in sawdust in
the stors cellar. . : - :

Prospsct Hill is now the crossroads-of busy N.C..86, N.C. L9, and
S.R. 1771, but the settlement has not grown, and the house and store have
remainad in tha Worrsn family. Warren's Store is still the center of
activity in tha community, providing the sole locel source of supplies,
maill, and news. : L
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