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l3l Porter F'lagg

PORTER6 FLAGG (Joshuas' Josiah4, ltllent-t, Thomas';, son of R.ev.
Joshua Flagg and his wife,Eliza Comee, was born at Dana, Wbrcester,
Massachusetts,T March 1810.e' He married at Powhatan County, Virginra,26
September I 837, MATILDA HOLMAN,U2 who was born about 1808,ei rlaughter
of Henry and Elizabeth Barbara (Branch) Holrnan of Powhatan County, \'irginia.na
Porter was a fanner and mail contractor/agent and removed to Virginia from
Massachusetts prior to his marriage to Matilda' in 1837.

s, a g e,,f. i',1?;; . ff *: *:T 3 : il : : n H T :Hil T J, #:' * ; " *
five miles, and the turnpike was known as the 'Stage Road.'Pofter Flagg
had the mail contract tbr years. Four horses driven at a long gallop were

used to the stage, and relay stables were placed at Chatham and Chalk
Level, where the horses were changed,. ,"e5

Porler was involved in multiple real estate purchases and monetary disputes
and transactions in Pittsylvania, Campbell, Gc,ochland,, Powhatan and Kirlg and

Queen Counties and the cities of Danville and Richmond, Virginia between 1837

and | 8J 2.e6

In 1840, Porter was living with his wife, Matilda, and child, Ann E,.' in

Campbell County, Virginia. FIe had two male :;laves and one female slave ."' ln
1850, he was living in Danville, Pittsylvania, 'Virginia with his wife, MatjLlda, and
his daughter, Ann E., and Josephine Puryear, a 14 vear old, who was prob'ably the
daughter of Matilda's sister', who married Joseph P. Puryear, i 7 January 1 827.0t In
1860,, Porter was living in f)anville, Virginia vvith his wife, Matilda, and his

"' Corl.y-C-q-nl.qFarnil), ' , p. l5 (LDS FHC Filrn #1464004).
e2 Powhatan County Courthouse. Powhatan. VA. Marriages.
n - B i r t h c l a t e d e d u c t e d f r o m b u r i a l  d a t e o f 2 6 O c t .  l 8 6 8 a t a g e 6 0 ( f r o m b u r i a l  r e c o r d s o f S t . L u k e ' s C h u r c h .

Porvhatan. VA. available at Virginia Historical Society', Richmond. VA).
')a 

Powhatarr County Cour-thouse. Powhatan. VA. Man'iage Bond 9'2511837 lists father as Hettn l-lolman.
ot Clements. Maude Carter. 

' I 'he 
History of Pittsylvania County, f]alt imore: Baltimore Regional Publishing Cornpany'.

1 9 8 7 .  P . 2 4 1 .

"t ' pittsylvania, Campbell, Coochlancl. Powhatan and King and Queen County courthouse records in V.Ar- as u'ell as

the cit ies of Danvil le and Richmond courthouse records.

" t  1840 l . j .S.  Census. Carnpbel i  Clo. .  VA. Lynchburg N.E. Distr ict"  p.  43 (nr icrof t lm),

" *  1850 t j .S .  Census .  Danv i l le .  P i t t sy lvan ia ,  Dwel l ing  68 .  [ 'anr i l y  68 .p .  165 (mic ro t l lm) .
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daughter, Ann E. Waiters, who had married William F. Walt.rr."n In 1870, Pofter
was living with his daughter, Ann E,., who had reassumed her maiden name of
Flagg, in King and Queen County, Virginia. rOu By 1 875, Porter removed t,c
Richmond, Virginia,r0r and was listed in the Rjichmond City Directory in 1875-
1877 , 1 880, and with his brother, Murray in I ti81 . In 1880' Porter was living in
Richmond, F{enrico, Virginia as a boarder and unable to work because of liver
d isease. l02

Matilda died Oct. 1 868 and was buried 126 October, 1868 at the Hollman
Family Cemetery in Powhatan County, Virginia, with the funeral being conducted
by the minister at St. Luke's Church."" Porter Flagg died at Richmond, Virginia on

26December 1880 of softening of the brain and heart disease. He had ber:n a

resident of the city for about l5 years, and wasi buried at PowhaIan, Virginia,

probably at the family cemetery of Henry Holrnan, where his wife, Matilcla, was

buried.'uo Th. cemetery is no longer in existence. Porter's Last Will and'l-estament

reads as follows:lt 's

In the name of God, Amen! I Porter Flagg of the City of Richmond in

the state of Virginia do make this my las;t will and testatnent, as fbllows,

(that is to say) my desire is to be buried in a decent manner and that all rny

just debts and funeral expenses be paid as soolt after my decease asl

conveniently may be -- And I give and clevise and bequeath all my estate

both real and personal of every kind ancl description whatsoever unto my

two brothers Lucius Flagg and Murray lrlagg, to be equally dividecl between

them, to them and their heirs respectivelly forever -- it being my del;ire that

they shall be my only devisees and legaties and that they shall share equally

in my estate and that no part of it shall clescent to any lineal descendant of

mine, in any event whatsoever. Should I survive either of my said brothers

then I desire that the share to which my deceased brother aforesaid would

have been entitled under this will, had hre survived ffie, shall pass and

descent to his heirs and distributes, according to the statute of descents and

distributions of the State of Virginia in t.he same manner, as it would have

t " '  lg60 U.S. Clensus, Danvi l le,  Pi t tsylvania Co.,  VA, p.  .173 (microf i lm).  Danvi l le VA Marr iages. 1855.
'uu 1870 U.S. Census. King and Queen Co..  VA. Dwel l ing 226,Family 228" June 22, 1870. p.391 (microf i lm).
'0r Cerlif icate of Death. Richrnond. VA. I 880, Vol. 47. C-G, available at Library of Virginia. Richrnon'C. Va'
, , , ,  1880 U.S. Census, Richmoncl ,  Henr ico.  VA, Sup. Dist .3.  ED 78, p.  l2 (microf i l rn) .
',, i  St. Luke's burial records. Powhatan, VA. available at the Virginia Historical Society. Richnrond. Vr\.
r"a Certif icate of Death. Richrnond, VA. 1880.

"'t Citv of Richmond. VA" Chancery Cour-t. Will Book 2. pp. +0',t-q08.
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done had said brother survived me and then died intestate -- but in no event
shall any portion of my estate pass and clescend to any lineal descendant of
mine -- and in order to settle up my estatre and to effect a division thereof as
above indicated, without necessary dela'y and expense, I hereby authorize

and empower my executors hereinafter named or such one of them as may
qualify, or my administrator with the will annexed, should one qualifi, to

sell all my real estate or any portion thereof, if a sale should be deemed

necessary and advisable for the purpose of effecting such settlemerrt and

division -- I hereby revoke all fbrmer wjills made by me, and having the

utmost confidence in my said brothers, I hereby nominate and appoint my

two brothers, above mentioned, executors of this my last will and tr:stament,

and request that the court will allow them to qualify without security, and I

further request that they will both act.
ln witness whereof' I. the said testator Porter Flagg have her,eto set

my hand and affixed my seal this l8'h day of September 1877 at Ri,chmond,

Virginia.

In January 1881 ', Pofier Flagg's Estate vvas appraised in Richmond,, Virginia

and included: one hack, t/z stage coach, one wilgon, one buggy, one bay nlare, one

buggy harness, two wagon harnesses, one hay cutter, three feather beds, three bed

comforters, one desk, one wardrobe, two trunks, two chairs, one gufl, one: gold

watch, two silver watches and miscellaneous items.'00

Porter and Matilda had the fbllowing chrild born in Virginra:

t l0 l  i .  AI\N E. FLAGG, b. 1838; m. WILLIAM It  WALTERS.

, , ,u Ci ty of 'Richmond. Virginia.  Chancerv Court .  Accounts of  Fic luciar ies.  Book 2J,  p.25-26.



[10] ANN E. F]LAGG

ANN E. FLAGG, daughter of Porter and Matilda (Holman) Flagg,
was born about 1838 in Virginia. She married at Danville, Pittsylvania.,

virginia, (Lic.) 23 october 1855,r WILLIAM FELIX WALTERS, a farmer

and merchant, who was born at Pittsylvania County, Virginia, 26 April 1834,

son of A zariahGraves and Elizabeth Payne, (Richardson) Walters.t As

Azariah Graves Walters'property was in both Caswell County, North

Carolina and Pittsylv ania County, Virginia, William Walters' birthplace is

sometimes given as North Carolina.

In 1840, Ann and her parents were living at Campbell County,

Virginia in the Lynchburg NE District.3 In 1850, Ann was living with her

parents at Danville, Pittsylv anraCounty, Virgini u.o In I 860, Ann was living

as Ann E. Walters with her parents at Danville, Pittsylvania County,

Virginiu.t Itr 1870, Ann was living with her: father, as her mother was

decease d, atKing and Queen County, Virgilnia and had resumed her rnLaiden

name of Flagg.

Ann, her husband, William F., and daughteq Mollie Belle, never

appear together in any census records or other found records. William and

Mollie lived with his family, and Ann livecl with her parents. Ann keprt the

Walters name into at least the 1860's and William reported himself as

widowed in the 1900 census. It is not known if Ann and William divorced or

were just separated; neither remarried. Azariah Graves Walters and Porter

Flagg, William F. and Ann's fathers, knew each other many years. They

were both land owners in Pittsylvania County, Azartah was a mail

contractor in the Danville and suffounding areas, Porter was a mail

contractor from Richmond to Farmville to Danville for many years, arrd they

had business dealings together.

William Felix Walters was a Private in Co. A, VA Infantry (DanLville

'  Bureau of Vital Statistics, Dept. of Health, Commonwealttr of Virginia, Danvil le Marriages, 185:i '  p-28,

l ine 7, available at Library of Virginia, Richmond. VA'
'Obituary, Danvil le Register, Tue., May 25,1909, p. 8, col' 2'
3 1840 U.S. Census, Campbel l  Co.,  VA, p.43 (microf i lm).
*  1850 U.S. Census, Danvi l le,  Pi t tsylvania co. ,  vA, Dwel l ing 68, Family 68,p.  165 (microf i lm) '
t  1860 U.S. Census, Danvi l le,  Pi t tsylvania co. ,  VA, p.473 ( .microf i lm).



Blues), enrolled for active sen,ice on June 5,, 1861 and was mustered irn June

30, 1861. FIe was often sick, cornplained of'chronic rheumatism and was
hospitalized in i 861 and 1862 at Chirnborazo and Bellevue Hospitals ilt
Richmond, Virginia and Cl.S.A. General Hospital at Danville, Virginia. He
furnished a substitute in 1862.6

It is believed that Ann E. (Flagg) Watters died between 1870 and
1875,, as Porter, her f-ather, was living by himself in Richmond in 1875 and

Ann is not living with the Walters. It is assumed that Ann is buried at the

Holman farm in Powhatan County, Virginia. in an unmarked grave along

with her mother and father. Williarn died at Danville, Pittsylvania County,

Virgini a, 24 May 1 909.

Obituary of Pvt. William Felix WaitersT

Mr. William Felix (sic) Walterrs, eldest son of the late Caprtain

Azariah Graves Walters, died yesterclay at his country home, "Cottage

Grove," just beyond the Danville School for Boys after a long illness.

He was born in Pittsylvania County, Apri l26, 1834, being his

76'h year at the time of his death. When the War between the States

broke out in the early sixties, Mr. Werlters entered the Confedererte

Army and served during the four years with honor. He was a member

of the Cabetl-Graves Camp, Confederate Veterans of this city.

Early in lif'e he joined the Methodist church and was a mr:mber

of Main Street Methodist Episcopal rChurch. He is survived by two

brothers, Messrs. R.A. and E.A. Walters of this city and one dar-rghter,

Miss Mollie Belle Walters. The funeral will be held fiom the late

residence this afternoon and interment will be in Green Hill

Cemetery.

William and Ann had the tbllowing r:hild:

i. MOLLIE, BELLE, !\ALTERS, b, 1856 VA or NC*,, unm.; l ived

6 L--ompiled Service Records of Cont'ederate Solcliers who served in Orgarrizations fiom Virginia. E:ighteetrtlt

Infantry.  V-Wa. Rol l  6 l i .  U.S. Lib.  Arch.;  avai lable at  L ibrary of  Virginia.  Richmond. VA
t obi tuary.  Danvi l Ie Register '  

- l -ue' '  
Mair  25'  1909'  p '  8 '  col '  2 '

t  fhe lg60-1920 U.S. Ctensus records state both North Carol ina and Virginiaas Mol l ie 's bir thplace. The

Azariah Graves Walters' property was located in both C'aswell County (80 acres) and Pittsylvania Count,v.

VA (  1000+acres).



with her paternal grandparents in 1860 and 1870 in Pittsylvania.
Co.,VA,u lived with her grandparents and father in Tunstall,
Pittsylvania Co., VA in 1880,r0 lived with her father in Tunstall,
PittsylvaniaCo., VA in 1900,r' and \vas l iving as a boarder in
Tunstall, Pittsylvania Co., VA in1920.ln the 1920 census, which may

be the first time N{ollie communicated her information directly 1.o the

census taker, she stated her rnother w'as born in Massachusetts.l:lThis
indicates that Mollie had some limite,d information about her mother.

However, it was her grandfather, Porter Flagg., who was born in

Massachusetts and not her mother, who was born in Virginia. ln

September 1 877 when Mollie's granrlfather, Porter Flagg, wrote: his

will, he mentioned twice that his esterte should go to his brotherli

"...and that no part of it shall descent to any lineal descendant of

mine..." He obviously was a\,vare of Mollie but was not current on

her living situation. Mollie inherited in1899 from her grandfath,er,

AzariahGraves Walters, a small, painted house with three rooms and

a small parcel of land attached near the far front gate of his

horneplace.'' Mollie Belle Walters di,ed 28 January 1922 and is buried

at Green Hill Cemet"ry, Danville, Virginia.ra

Obituar-v- of Mollie Belle Walters

Miss Mollie B. Walters, aged r55, died at 5:30 a.m. today at

Edmunds Hospital, where she had been a patient for several months

as a result of severe injuries she sustained from a heavy fall several

years ago. She was a daughter of W.F. Walters and a granddaughter

of Capt" A.G. Walters. For many years she had made her home at

"Cottage Grove" the old Walters' horme place near this city. She was a

cousin of C.G. Holland, Frank Holla,nd, Miss Nellie Holland, Mrs.

Julian M. Robinson and C. Maurice Flinn-

"  1860 ancl  1870 U.S. Census. Southern Distr ict .  Pi f tsylvania C'o. .  VA (microfrhr) .

" '  1880 l . i .S.  Clensus. l -unstal l .  Pi t tsylvania.  VA (microf i lm).

"  1900 U.S. Census, Tunstal l ,  Pi t tsylvania,  VA lmicrof i lnr) '
' t  1920 [ , i .S.  Census. ' f 'unstal l ,  Pi t tsylvaniar.  VA (microf i lm).
rr Azariah Graves Walters Will. a copv in the possession of Bob L-arter of Rockingham Community

Col lege. 2012. per Caswel l  Co.,  NC Histor ical  Society webs; i te.
t t  ThJ Bno. Danvi l le.  VA. 2g Jan. W22. p.  I  ancl  Tombstone,.  Green Hi l l  Cem..  Danvi l le.  VA.



Mollie Belle Waltetr Tombstone
Gfgqlf Hi-l!-C-eLn e t eqv. D anv i I I e " Vi r g i n i a *

*  T 'h.deathdateonthetombstoneshouldbe lg22rather than lg2 laccord ingto TheBee obi tuary,

published 28 .lanuary 1922.

On January 5, 1924, there was a legal notice in the newspaper

concerning a suit filed to fbrce the sale of tlhe house and propert) owllod by

Moilie Belle when she died in order to pay her debts.''

' 5  The Bee.Danv i l le .  VA.  Jan.  5 .  1924


